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Brock responds to crucial question
7/19/2008

 

    Tuesday’s Messenger contained a letter to the editor from Robert Shea provocatively 
entitled: “Brock promises, but can he deliver?” 
 
    The answer is yes. 
 
    The proof? Recall my promises when I ran for State Auditor four years ago.  
 
-- I promised to get the state’s books audited on time.  I did it.  I cut audit time by two-thirds. 
I delivered an on-time state audit for the first time in three years. I actually completed three 
annual audits in two years, perhaps for the first time in Vermont history.  And now Vermont 
now has a Triple A bond rating, at least in part, as a result. 
 
-- I promised to go after fraud, waste, abuse and error.  I did it.  That’s why we found $2.2 
million in Medicaid pharmacy overpayments. That’s why we identified a corrupt sheriff who 
fraudulently obtained thousands of dollars of taxpayer money. That’s why we found and fixed 
millions of dollars of mistakes in the state’s accounts. 
 
-- I promised to take politics out of audits.  I did it. I hired a professional staff, not political 
hacks. That’s why I more than tripled the number of CPA’s on the staff, hired an experienced 
CPA as deputy state auditor, created a technology audit function for the first time and made 
innumerable other improvements. 
 
-- In short, I did what I said I was going to do. As a State Senator representing Franklin 
County and Alburgh, I will keep the promises I make. 
 
    Bob Shea’s letter asked for specifics about how I propose that Vermont deal with a range of 
problems, from high property taxes, to energy policy, to the rising cost of Medicare.  That’s fair  
 
    Between now and November, in letters and written releases to the media, I’ll address each 
of these issues in detail.  I’ll propose a plan for every issue I have raised. 
 
    Of course, as a single member of the state senate, there is no guarantee that my plans will 
be adopted into law. But what I can promise is that I will go to Montpelier to focus on the 
issues that are important to the average Vermonter, and that I will bring with me specific plans 
to do something about them. And, to answer Shea’s first question, those plans will not 
increase our already too high total tax burden. 
 
    Outlining the problems is easy.  Devising practical solutions is a lot harder.   
 
    But before I talk, I want to listen.  The job of a state senator is to represent the voters.   
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Winn decision disgraceful  

 
 
The re-release of John Winn [double 
homicide perpetrator] demonstrates 
there is i 
 ...more. 

 

Judges made the right decision  

I commend Justice Johnson’s ruling 
reversing the revocation of John Winn’s 
bail. 
 ...more. 
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